
> �Participation in the Multiphonic 2026 competition is open to all composers without restriction as to age or nationality.

> �The Multiphonic 2026 competition is based on “mirroring” music for saxophone quartet of the repertoire. 
Each composer entering the competition must submit a work inspired by one of the following pieces from the 
saxophone quartet repertoire (the scores of which are available via the following link): 

• �Jean-Baptiste Singelée: 3rd and 4th movements of the quartet op 53 (1857). 
• �Maurice Ravel: excerpt from three songs for SATB choir (1916): Trois beaux oiseaux de paradis (transcription for 

saxophone quartet, examples available on YouTube). 
• �Alexander Glazunov: 1st movement of the quartet in B flat major, Op. 109 (1932). 
• �Gabriel Pierné: introduction and variations on a popular round (1936). 

> �Candidates must propose an original creation freely inspired by a work chosen from the list above. Under no 
circumstances should they compose “in the style of” or propose an arrangement. 

The most contemporary playing techniques may be used, excluding any electronic devices.

> �Instrumentation: SATB saxophone quartet (soprano, alto, tenor, baritone). 

> �The pieces submitted must be between 4 and 7 minutes long. 

> �Candidates may submit several pieces. The registration fee is €20 for the first piece and €15 for each additional piece 
submitted. In the event of cancellation of the competition, candidates will be refunded in full. .

> �Competition registration: registrations will be made at this address:. multiphonic.fr/registration
The email must include the composer’s name and the title of their work and must be accompanied by the registration 
form and a statement of intent explaining the relationship between the original work chosen as a reference and source 
of inspiration and the original composition submitted. The scores must be anonymous, with only the name of the piece 
indicated. Sheet music in PDF format must be submitted before midnight on January 31, 2026. An audio export, .sib, 
Midi or MusicXML file may be attached to the partition. Partitions sent after this deadline will be rejected. The jury will 
select between three and six anonymous compositions to be presented in the final round of the competition. Once this 
selection done and the names of the finalists published, the finalists will be invited to participate in the rehearsal and 
premiere of their work. The candidates may also be presented to the press and various media outlets. Finalists will be 
responsible for their own travel and accommodation costs incurred in attending rehearsals and the concert. The final 
results will only be announced at the end of the concert, which will take place in the last week of March 2026 in Metz. • 
During the competition’s final concert, the finalists’ works and the works from the repertoire that inspired them will be 
performed by the AXONE quartet (Gurvan Peron: soprano saxophone, Géraud Etrillard: alto saxophone, Cédric Carcelès: 
tenor saxophone, Martijne Van Dick: baritone saxophone). • https://vandoren.fr › fr › artistes-vandoren › quatuor-axone

The following prizes will be awarded: 
• �First prize €600
• Second prize €400 
• Third prize €200.

> ��Le Jury sera composé des personnalités suivantes :. 
• �The Jury will be composed of the following personalities: • Claude Georgel, composer, saxophonist, member of the 

Sax4 quartet and director of the Pôle supérieur d’enseignement artistique Paris – Boulogne-Billancourt (PSPBB). • 
Filippo Zapponi, composer, professor of composition, orchestration and analysis at the Metz Eurométropole Regional 
Conservatory. • Romain Zante, composer, saxophonist and conductor, professor of composition at the Conservatoire 
d’Esch sur Alzette (Luxembourg). 

> ��The Jury reserves the right to award prizes differently. Encouragement prizes awarded by the various sponsors 
may be added to this list. The Jury’s decision is final and cannot be questioned for any reason whatsoever.

> �The competition organizers reserve the right to present the winning works at the concert to be performed by the 
AXONE quartet in the last week of March 2026. The rights to performances outside the competition will belong to 
the composers. The competition organizers reserve the right to broadcast, record, televise, film and photograph 
the performances during the competition and at the final concert, and to produce visual or audio recordings of 
them.  A copy of the score for each work will be filed in the competition archives Each participant will be personally 
informed if their work is selected for the concert.

Rodolphe Alma, Pascal Lorenzini, Eric Rebmeister

Rules for the Multiphonic 2026 competition


